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Poetry Contest

Write a poem (whatever length you wish) that includes the
words skunk, monk, junk, trunk, sunk and hunk.
/\:

Send your completed poem to:
christian@chapmankids.net

Winners will get their poem published in Kaktus Kids. Please
include your name, age and state.

Susie the Social Butterfly

Do you flinch at the thought of introducing yourself to people?
Does talking on the phone make you break out in a cold sweat?
Well fret no more! Susie the Social Butterfly has the answers to
all (not all actually, but a lot) of your social questions! Each
month, Sophie will provide a tip for you and a short list of ques-
tions that you can ask people to get a conversation started, or
keep it going. See more on page 14

- The Editors / - \

Send your poems, drawings, jokes, stories,

or pictures to christian@chapmankids.net -



Book Reviews: The Great and Terrible Quest

The Great and Terrible Quest is an incredible book for all
ages. From the third grader to the ninth grader to the old
person (18 and up), The Great and Terrible Quest is ex-
tremely enjoyable. It is the fantastic tale of a young lad
named Trad and his quest for sor
what) with a fat juggler, a three legged little dog, and a white

haired knight who has lost his memory. Full of bad men,

good men, twists, turns, riddles and rings, The Great and

Terrible Quest is a fantasy without the fantasy. A

historical fiction without the history, and a book that Wi}

you wondot want to miss. Re‘ It
-Girl

The Great and Terrible Quest is a really good book,
but the beginning bears an uncanny resemblance to

Kingds Quest [111. I't makes
somewhat corrupted England of the middle -ages, but
that being said, you donodt

history to read the book. And even if you do, it still
wondt be badly thought out
If I give away too much it would ruin the story, so |

will just outline what it starts out like. Trad is a boy living
with his 6grandfatherd, whom Tr a
of a robbery clan, due to the mean guests he frequently has

over and the topics of their conversation. One day, he meets an

old knight who seems to have very recently had suffered from
amnesia...

It's a fun read, even though you might not understand some

aspects of the storyline until the very end. But rather than con-

fusing you or draining your interest, it makes you want to keep

reading until you find out, pulling you into the plot after the

first chapter. This is a good book.

Overall, | give it 4/5 stars. It could have easily won 4.75 if not

for the somewhat abrupt ending. (Plot is not completed until

the end of the last sentence.)

-Boy

And 1/2
Lone
Stars!

The Great and Terrible Quest is by Margaret Lovett



Dear Dr. Wise, How do we
hear?

Your number one fan, Ear-
nest

Dear Earnest, After

sound waves hit our

ears, they go through

that one hole in them

until they hit a rela-

tively loose wall of skin
that flaps back and

forth, moving a hammer

in the same way. The
data in that hammer is
transmitted into your
brain.

Dear Dr. Wise, What is an
HDR Photo?

Cameron (Most people call
me 06Camd)
Dear, ©6Camé
An HDR is just a lot of
pictures with different
exposures put together

on top of each other with
computer software to
make a single extremely
vivid photo, that can
resemble a 3d anima-

tion since it is so color-

ful.

Dear Dr. Wise, How does
knitting work?

Sincerely from Grandma
Dear Grandma, when
you knit, you are really
just tying one big knot.

It is hard to explain
exactly how in just three
sentences, | will say that
| found this picture to
the left very helpful and
interesting.

The threads

are the gray

and red lines.
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Dear Dr. Wise, What are
kittenso
Your friend, Curious Cat
Dear Curious cat,
Catsdé whi
for feeling their way
around in the dark
and for hunting (e.g.
Can I fit into this hole to
chase the mouse?)

Dear Dr. Wise, what is a
computer virus?

Kevin Mitnick

Dear , Kevin, a computer
virus is something that
can do lots of things
that you
happen on your com-
puter, such as opening it
up as a port to make it a
6zombi e
is controlled totally by
one or more hackers,
causing it to slow down
dramatically. Viruses
can do other things too,
such as disabling pro-
grams or repeatedly
copying themselves re-
peatedly to your com-
puter.
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Dear Dr. Wise, How does an electric fence
work?

Your friend, Cowboy Bob
Dear Bob, When you touch an electric
fence (oops) you make a kind of short
circuit with the wires and you, and when
the shock pulse comes ( Electric fences
continuous
that you have to wait a while between
shocks) It travels through you as opposed
through the wire.

Dear Dr. Wise, People in my neck of
Fh% woPds do ot have tails. Why do

we have failbones?
Love, Redneck Bob

(]
—

DeareRedun%ck Baob, If you look

at a picture of a human skele-
ton., you can clearly see that if

any miserable little creature

was to surgically remove your

tailbone, your legs would fall
off, and you would most cer-

tainly become very unhappy. A

tail doesndt

long furry thing that sticks out

of your rear end and wags a
lot.

Dear r.V\{

wan )
change colorin fall?
Love, Autumn
Dear, Autumn

al ways

ise, Why do leaves

Leaves ﬁhantge color because
.0, t ha .
in the wintertime, trees live off

of the food that they collected
in the summertime with chlo-

rophyll . The food making

process shuts down in fall and

the chlorophyll dies. Leaves
eventually fall off the tree
when they finish shipping
their food to the trunk and
are useless.

Dear Dr. Wise, why do

we always have such

lame names in this sec-
tion of Kaktus Kids?

Are you trying to hide
our identity for safety,
or are you just a lousy

circuit dwobitfraudthat,e 5 s

thinks up uncreative
guestions, or even more

pitiful excuses, so as

not to answer the question every time an issue comes out for the sake

of the brainwashed readers?
Ultimately, Randominquisitor
Dear , Randominquisitor,

Your question is too long. Please shorten your question so that we can accept your future
questions in later issues of Kaktus Kids. We do not accept long questions like this one.

n



Imade ahands-on-br ai nteaser [/ puzzle thi
make with really basic supplies:

So you have an ordinary plastic disposable water bottle or whatever
else you think might work:

Take off the lid and shove a quarter in. it should
BARELY get through the neck:

Put in a bit of water (like 1/4 full):

and screw the lid on as tightly as possible. it should be almost to-

tally airtight. )/l:’—

You have to get the majority (or all if you can) of the water on one
side of the bottle and the quarter on the other end.

See more at www.nerdhow.wordpress.com!
Christiands offic

@ % | am Dr. Wise and | approve of this message.
5
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